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October 8, 2008





Calendar





Thursday, Oct. 9


Parent Association meeting 7:30 a.m.





Thursday, Oct. 9


PIP exam (professional aptitude test) for 11th and 12th grades.





Friday, Oct. 31


Character dress-up day














Scholastic Books





Today we gave out Scholastic order forms to our students. If your child would like to order books please fill out the form and send it in with your payment + 20% for shipping and handling. We accept payment in pesos at the exchange rate of 35 pesos to the dollar. If you prefer to write a check in U.S. funds please make it out to The Community for Learning. Also, please note that we can not order clubs for your child as we are located outside the U.S.  Orders must be made to the office by Wed, October 15th.


	


For those parents who are new to the school, please note that Scholastic orders are optional, NOT mandatory.


	

















Parent-Teacher Conferences





Elementary School Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Friday, December 1st





For those of you who are new to the school, progress reports are handed out during a parent-teacher conference with your child’s teacher. Parents need to make a separate appointment to meet with each child’s teacher. Please be sure to arrive on time for your scheduled conference, as teachers will be unable to meet with you if you are late. Progress reports are not handed out without a conference. Please be sure to bring any questions or concerns to the meeting.





Call Gina, the secretary, to schedule an appointment














SAT Exam Dates


 


The last 2008 date for the SAT will be Dec. 6th (registration deadline November 5th). Seniors considering US universities should plan on taking this exam in order to meet most college application deadlines. Juniors will have two opportunities to take the SAT in spring 2009: May 2nd and June 6th. Exams are given at the Carol Morgan School, and registration can be done on line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.collegeboard.com" ��www.collegeboard.com�





There are several ways in which TCFL prepares students for the SAT’s. Our rigorous Math program ensures that students are familiar with the math concepts covered in the exam. SAT practice is also given through an activity called “the PUMP” in 12th grade Math. In Language Arts classes we train students to be able to write a strong essay in 25 minutes, as they will be expected to do on the SAT. We also reinforce vocabulary through our word of the day and through our reading program.





The SAT is divided into 3 sections – reading comprehension, writing and math. One of the most important things your child can to do to prepare for this exam is to read voraciously. This is the number one way to acquire the necessary vocabulary to do well on the reading section of the test. 





Students can also prepare by registering with � HYPERLINK "http://www.number2.com/" \o "blocked::http://www.number2.com/" �www.number2.com� . This is a site which offers free on-line training for the SAT. Students should begin training well in advance of taking the test and should train consistently, for at least ½ hour daily. It is far better to train for ½ hour each day for 6 months, than to put in 4 hours per day for two or three weeks. 











�





Career and College Orientation





TCFL is beginning to administer professional aptitude tests to 11th and 12th graders as a first step in providing students with insight and information regarding careers and higher education. Students are also being given resource lists of on-line tools and university websites in order for them to begin exploring colleges and investigating career options. Parents can and should encourage students in this exploration process by:


Talking to their children about job and study options


Encouraging their children to discuss their interests with teachers and directors at the school


Facilitating meetings with professional friends working in their child’s field of interest





Parents should make it clear that while they support their child’s pursuits, it is his/her responsibility to look for the pertinent college and career information – parents SHOULD NOT do this for their children. Students should take the initiative in searching for colleges as this is an important step in becoming an independent adult.





If your child plans on studying in the US (or elsewhere overseas), scholarships may be available from individual colleges. However, financial aid applications must be made to the college(s) of choice as part of the acceptance process (not before). TCFL will be informing students of visits from US universities and offering guidelines for filling out applications, writing essays and gathering required documentation.





























Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.�Henry David Thoreau





�





CHARACTER   DRESS-UP   DAY





It has become a tradition here to celebrate book character dress-up day. Each teacher and student will choose a character from children’s literature upon which to base their costume. On Friday, October 31st from 11:00am to 12:00pm students and teachers in grades Pre-K though 6th will get into “character” and share their costume and book with one another.  


This is a fun way to build our literary community and celebrate books!  So . . . start asking your child now about his or her favorite book so (s)he can choose the character and begin creating the costume.





Visit our web site at    � HYPERLINK "http://www.tcforlearning.edu.do" ��http://www.tcforlearning.edu.do�   to see costumes from last year’s character dress-up day.








The costumes should be homemade (not store bought).


Be creative! Have fun!








9th Grade Math class – commenting on the strengths and weaknesses of each other’s projects in a “museum walk”.








