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      May 9, 2007








Calendar








Friday, June 1 – Wed June 6  Final exams for 9th – 11th Grades





June 18 – June 29 Clinicas for the Pruebas Nacionales





July 3 – July 6


8th Grade Pruebas Nacionales























“You learn something


everyday if you pay attention.”


~Ray LeBlond














Parent-Teacher Conferences





Elementary School Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Friday, December 1st





For those of you who are new to the school, progress reports are handed out during a parent-teacher conference with your child’s teacher. Parents need to make a separate appointment to meet with each child’s teacher. Please be sure to arrive on time for your scheduled conference, as teachers will be unable to meet with you if you are late. Progress reports are not handed out without a conference. Please be sure to bring any questions or concerns to the meeting.





Call Gina, the secretary, to schedule an appointment














Labeling of Materials


	


	We urge parents to make sure their children have labeled the materials they bring to school. We find dozens of misplaced thermoses and lunch boxes around the school and most of them are not labeled. Other more expensive items (such as graphing calculators) are brought to the office, and we cannot return them to their owners because we don’t know who they belong to.


	For their protection, secondary school students are given lockers in which to store their expensive items, but often we find the lockers left open – an invitation to thieves. Please speak to your children about the importance of keeping their lockers locked and not sharing their combinations with their friends. 


Luckily, theft has not yet been a major problem for us in the school. However, students do misplace their materials frequently. Teenagers are very forgetful and we have found calculators, pencil cases, books and laptops left in classrooms and outside under trees. As much as possible we try to return these items to their owners, however, most of the time we have no idea who they belong to. Please speak to your children about taking care of their belongings, but also make sure that everything they bring to school is clearly labeled so that we can easily identify them and return them when they are found.











Tardies


In a holistic education our goal is to teach more than just academics – we also focus on the values necessary to succeed in life. One of the important qualities that we try to instill in our students is responsibility. Children learn this by being given responsibilities and being expected to carry them through. One of the ways we try to achieve this is by expecting the children to arrive at school on time in the morning. 


Students are expected to be in the classrooms at 7:30 a.m. In the High School, homeroom begins at 7:30 and classes formally begin at 7:45. In the elementary, students and teachers begin going over homework and getting things in place for the day at 7:30 and classes formally begin at 7:45.


Remember, the front gates to the school close at 7:30 and children are allowed to walk in until 7:45. At 7:45 the gates are closed and children are not allowed to enter. We understand that the traffic is difficult in the morning, just as it is in any major city in the world. Therefore, this is the perfect opportunity to teach our children how to meet responsibilities and find solutions to deal with daily obstacles, such as leaving the house earlier in the morning to be able to arrive at school on time.


We understand that unexpected emergencies can crop up and for that reason we are issuing 2 late passes per student to be used until the end of the school year. If you have a flat tire or some other emergency, your children can use their late passes to enter the school after 8:00. Late passes for each family will be distributed on Friday morning, or you can pick them up in the office.


We thank you so much for your cooperation in this matter.











Presentations at  the Feria del Libro


Last Friday our students from 4B and 11th grade visited La Feria del Libro, and gave presentations.


4TH grade used a data show to present and explain the creative writing process in their Spanish class, and how they published and exhibited projects about Taino myths. Their presentation included pictures of their drafts and examples of myths. 


11th grade presented a discussion of Gabriel García Márquez’s famous novel “El amor en los tiempos del cólera”. They focused on the author’s style, magical realism, and other themes from this masterpiece.


This was an enriching experience for our students since it helped them gain confidence on stage and gave them a chance to see the relevance of their class work. We feel that these kinds of activities are very important because they help students appreciate the quality of the education they are receiving and the responsibility they have not only as students but as future professionals. 


Thanks to Limor Golan we have pictures of the event. Check them out at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tcforlearning.edu.do/gallery/" ��http://www.tcforlearning.edu.do/gallery/�











Pruebas Nacionales


	


        8th Grade Pruebas Nacionales will be held on July 3rd through July 6th. In preparation for the tests, students will have classes from 9:00 – 1:00 on June 18th – June 29th. 








Poetry Project





The fifth graders are immersed in the writing of poetry. They have been learning different poetic formats and have been developing their descriptive writing ability. At this point, many of their poems have been published online. You can read them at:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.desertskyone.com/Poetry07/Oliveira.html" \o "http://www.desertskyone.com/Poetry07/Oliveira.html" �www.desertskyone.com/Poetry07/Oliveira.html�














