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November 29, 2006





Calendar


Thursday, Nov. 30 – Friday, Dec. 1


Kids Stuff Book Sale


Second Chance’s Save the Puppy Day





Thursday, Nov. 30


7th Grade bake sale





Friday, Dec. 1


Parent/Teacher conferences


Elementary School – no classes for students in Pre-K through 6th Grades





Friday, Dec. 15


Last day of classes. Christmas holidays begin.


 


Tuesday, Jan. 9


School resumes

















Parent-Teacher Conferences


Elementary School Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Friday, December 1st





For those of you who are new to the school, progress reports are handed out during a parent-teacher conference with your child’s teacher. Parents need to make a separate appointment to meet with each child’s teacher. Please be sure to arrive on time for your scheduled conference, as teachers will be unable to meet with you if you are late. Progress reports are not handed out without a conference. Please be sure to bring any questions or concerns to the meeting.





Call Gina, the secretary, to schedule an appointment
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Kids Stuff Book Sale





Kids Stuff will be selling books on Thursday and Friday on the school campus. Be sure to take advantage of this opportunity to encourage your child to read!!





A Message from the


Parent Association


The Parent Association wants to let everyone know that the decision to stop the sale of junk food after school came after several parent complaints.


	We understand that the sales were for a good cause and we totally support Second Chance. We urge parents to visit their website at:


      � HYPERLINK "http://www.scso.co.nr" ��www.scso.co.nr� 


We also encourage you to support any other fundraising activities that they come up with.





Birthday Celebrations





Children love to celebrate their birthdays with their friends at school and we are happy to be part of that sharing. However, we would like to remind parents of the rules that we have for birthday celebrations at school:


-Students may bring in cake and juice or soda to share with their class during recess but please do not bring noisemakers, candy bags or balloons (balloons can be dangerous to little ones and we try not to have them on campus). 


-All students in the class must be included in the celebration if it is on the school property.


-No gifts may be given at school. Please give gifts during private birthday parties outside of school.


If you are having a birthday party outside of school and not all of the students in class are invited please do not send invitations to school. When children see others being invited to a party and they do not receive an invitation, they feel excluded and hurt. 


Sometimes children want to invite all the students in a class except for one or two. Parents can use these moments as opportunities to teach empathy by asking questions like “How would you feel if you were the only one who wasn’t invited to a party?” If a child insists on excluding another child, it may be necessary to put your foot down and explain that the child may not have a party if it is going to hurt someone’s feelings. Showing children that excluding others is painful and unacceptable helps them develop positive values.








2nd Grade Desert Habitat Presentation





Last week our 2nd graders created an exhibition about the desert. The parents were all very pleased by their children’s’ hard work on the classroom decorations, and by the well-designed, typical costumes of this region. The floor and the walls were covered with sand and brown paper in order to recreate the dunes of the desert. Plants and animals of this place were exhibited on the walls as a collage, which they made in art class.   There were also many drawings, made by the children that showed the variety of the desert in the World, its people, housing and their customs. 


The children’s stories, including original, colorful illustrations, were projected onto a big screen.   It was impressive that the students took responsibility for every detail.


You can visit our web site to read the stories and see the pictures we took:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.tcforlearning.edu.do/downloads/index.htm" ��www.tcforlearning.edu.do/downloads/index.htm�














It is possible to store the mind with a million facts and still be entirely uneducated


Alec Bourne








Classroom Publishing: Help Wanted





Elementary writing workshops are in full swing and students are busy publishing their work. They are so enthusiastic that teachers can hardly keep up! We need parent volunteers to help with the layout and binding of books (this work can be done at home). Raquel Garrido is willing to give a workshop to interested parents. If you have time to help, please call Gina in the office and leave your name.











