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2006-2007 Elementary School Calendar
	Monday, August 14
	First day for returning teachers

Staff development for all teachers

	Wednesday, August 16
	Holiday – Día de la Restauración

	Monday August 28 - 

Tuesday August 29
	Elementary Teacher/ Student Meetings

	Wednesday, August 30
	First Day of Class

	Saturday, September 9 
	Back to School Morning         (5th – 11th Grade)

	Saturday, September 16
	Back to School Morning      (Pre-K – 4th Grade)

	Wednesday, Sept. 27
	Conference on Healthy Body Image in Adolescent Girls (6th – 11th Grades)

	Friday, October 27
	Character Dress Up Day    (Pre-K – 6th Grade)

	Monday, November 6
	Holiday - Día de la Constitución

	Friday, November 24
	End of first trimester

	Friday, December 1
	Parent/ Teacher Conferences—no classes in elementary school

	Friday, December 15
	Last day of school before vacation begins

	Monday, January 8
	Teacher Workday

	Tuesday, January 9
	Classes resume

	Sunday, January 21
	Día de la Altagracia

	Friday, January 26
	Holiday -  Día de Juan Pablo Duarte—no classes

	Friday, February 23
	Flag raising ceremony for the Día de la Independencia

	Tuesday, February 27
	Día de la Independencia—no classes

	Friday, March 16
	End of second trimester

	Friday, March 23
	Parent/ Teacher Conferences—no classes in elementary school

	Saturday, March 31
	Spring Break Begins

	Monday, April 9
	Teacher Workday

	Tuesday, April 10
	Classes resume

	Tuesday, May 1
	Labor Day—no classes

	Thursday, June 7
	Corpus Christi—holiday 

	Friday, June 15
	End of third trimester/ last day of school

	Saturday, June 16
	Theme Fair  (Pre-K – 6th Grade)

	Monday, June 18 –Thursday, June 21
	Teacher workdays

	Friday, June 22
	Parent/ Teacher Conferences


2006-2007 Secondary School Calendar
	Monday, August 14
	First day for returning teachers

Staff development for all teachers

	Wednesday, August 16
	Holiday – Día de la Restauración

	Monday August 28 - 

Tuesday August 29
	Elementary Teacher/ Student Meetings

	Wednesday, August 30
	First Day of Class

	Saturday, September 9 
	Back to School Morning         (5th – 11th Grade)

	Wednesday, September 27
	Conference on Healthy Body Image in Adolescent Girls (6th – 11th Grades)

	Friday, October 27
	End of 1st Quarter

	Monday, November 6
	Holiday - Día de la Constitución

	Monday, November 10
	Parent/Teacher Conferences—no classes in secondary school

	Friday, December 15
	Last day of school before vacation begins

	Monday, January 8
	Teacher Workday

	Tuesday, January 9
	Classes resume

	Thursday, January 25
	End of 2nd Quarter

	Friday, February 2
	Parent/Teacher Conferences—no classes in secondary school

	Friday, January 26
	Holiday -  Día de Juan Pablo Duarte—no classes

	Friday, February 23
	Flag raising ceremony for the Día de la Independencia

	Tuesday, February 27
	Día de la Independencia—no classes

	Friday, March 30
	End of 3rd Quarter

	Friday, April 13
	Parent/Teacher Conferences—no classes in secondary school

	Saturday, March 31
	Spring Break Begins

	Monday, April 9
	Teacher Workday

	Tuesday, April 10
	Classes resume

	Tuesday, May 1
	Labor Day—no classes

	Thursday, June 7
	Corpus Christi—holiday 

	Friday, June 15
	End of 4th Quarter/ last day of school

	Saturday, June 16
	Theme Fair  (Pre-K – 6th Grade)

	Monday, June 18 –Thursday, June 21
	Teacher workdays

	Friday, June 22
	Parent/ Teacher Conferences


September 20, 2006





Calendar


Wed., Sept. 27


7:00 p.m.


Parent conference on Healthy Body Image in adolescent girls





Tuesday, Oct. 10


Parent Association Meeting 7:45





Friday Oct. 27


End of 1st Quarter 


7th – 11th Grades





 

















Thanks to the Parent Association!





We would like to thank the parent association for all their hard work and dedication. The funds they raised last year are being used to buy a data show and two overhead projectors for the school. At the moment we have one overhead projector in the elementary and another in the secondary but as the school has grown, these are no longer sufficient to meet classroom needs. For quite sometime now, we’ve been borrowing data shows for presentations, but more and more teachers are using them in the classroom, so it will be wonderful to have a data show of our own. Thank you to all the parents for your support!











Appreciating Our Children





Our children are all born with their own blend of abilities that make them the unique individuals they are. However, in our attempts to help them, teachers and parents tend to focus on improving their weaknesses rather than celebrating their strengths. In doing so we often make them feel inadequate and we lower their self-esteem. The following presentation reminds us to appreciate the individuality of each of our children, as we allow them to be fully themselves:  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.raisingsmallsouls.com/wp-content/themes/179/aschool.html" ��http://www.raisingsmallsouls.com/wp-content/themes/179/aschool.html� 














Social Awareness


An important part of our curriculum at the Community for Learning is the development of social awareness in our students. Although giving to the needy is a part of this, we also feel that it is important for children to feel more directly involved in solving problems in society. They need to see that through their efforts they can make a difference.


Some of our students will be working with the public school in our neighborhood, Escuela de Educación Basica Perantuen. They will be trying to fill basic needs such as paper, pencils, chalk etc. They will also be building a classroom library and teaching teachers and students how to use it in the classroom. 


Other projects include:


-helping to clean the river in Arroyo Hondo and searching for ways to keep it clean, 


-meeting with students in the Fundación Abriendo Camino to share games, read alouds and field trips in order to form friendships with children of a different social class.


-working with students in the Colegio sordo-mudo.


Each class will have a project to work on throughout the school year. Please support your child’s efforts and let him or her know how important it is to give back to society.





“Never doubt that a group of thoughtful committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”


Margaret Mead








Fumigation


As the dengue epidemic continues in the country, we would like to reassure parents that we are doing everything possible to keep the mosquito population at the school under control. Last year we began fumigating every weekend and we have continued to do so this year. We also check to make sure there are no areas of stagnant water on the school property. We hope that these measures will keep our children healthy.




















Junior Achievement


Last year we began to look into the possibility of beginning a Junior Achievement Program at the school. This program uses hands-on projects and simulations to develop students understanding of economics. Students are involved in projects such as organizing a budget, giving loans or asking for credit, and creating and running a business. 


This year we would like to begin the program throughout the school. In 1st – 6th Grades classes will be given once a week during the school day. In 7th – 11th Grades the classes will be optional and will be held after school, once a week. Although Junior Achievement is not obligatory in the upper grades, we do highly recommend that students attend as it helps students discover vocations while it instills the importance of the values of hard work, honesty and moral principles as the foundation of success in the business world.


In order to have a successful program we need parent volunteers who are willing to give the classes. Parents do not have to be specialists in economics or business, but do need to speak fluent English. If you are interested in helping, please contact Elizabeth Miladeh at 1-809-224-8925

















Ideas or Concerns


We are well aware that a school is never perfect and that often parents have insight that we don’t have. Please feel free to contact us with any ideas for improvement or concerns that worry you. 


Also remember that if your child has any problems in school with teachers or other students it is important to let us know. Children do their best in school when they feel safe and cared for. What seems like a small problem to an adult, may seem enormous to a child. Therefore, if your child is worried or upset about anything please inform us so that we can help.





Conference: Healthy Body Image in Adolescent Girls


	One of the greatest problems facing girls and women today is the fear that their bodies are not “perfect” enough. This is brought on by media images, by the society around us and by family expectations. The unhealthy body image held by our daughters often leads to a host of other problems such as eating disorders, self-mutilation and depression.


	Katia Lugo will be holding a series of workshops for girls during the school day. On Thursday, September 21st she will be speaking to 9th – 11th Grade girls and on Thursday September 28th she will be speaking to 6th – 8th Grade girls. 


	Katia would like to invite mothers of 6th – 11th Grade girls to a talk on how to promote a healthy body image in our adolescent daughters. This conference will be held at the school on Wednesday September 27th at 7:00 p.m. 


We hope that all of you will take the time to come and discuss this very important topic.








School Calendar





Attached you will find the updated school calendars. Please note that the secondary school has moved to a quarterly system and therefore progress reports will be handed out four times per year.





Parent/Child Book Clubs


	One of the nicest ways to connect with your child is to read together and talk about books. Through discussions of book themes, characters and character motivation parents and children discuss issues that might not come up in daily conversation. 


We would like to begin book clubs in which parents and children meet regularly. Each book club would select a book that interests the members of the club, decide how much to read each week and then meet on a weekly basis to share ideas about their reading.


If you are interested in taking part in a club, please contact Beth Sanchez at 1-809-723-7621








