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Language Arts:

We are half-way through Esperanza Rising.   We have been analyzing the positive and negative events in her life, as well as her reaction to these events and plotting them on a chart.  We have been concentrating on improving our reading responses, especially the summaries, connections, character descriptions and character traits.  We have also been working using context clues to figure out the meaning of new words.
In writing, we are writing an alphabet autobiography. They have to use every word in the alphabet to describe themselves or anything related to their life.  They are sometimes at a loss for ideas, since they sometimes have difficulty finding something to write about on a certain letter.  Because of this I have strongly recommended to ask you, the parents, for ideas.  It could be fun family experience.    
We are also working on poetry.  Poetry is an excellent way of practicing revision.  We have been working on adding details, descriptions, and metaphors and using a Thesaurus to find more interesting words to “Turn spilled milk into ice cream” (Katherine Patterson), or change our first drafts into wonderful pieces of writing.  
Theme:


We are currently working on the Reproductive System.  We are learning about the changes that boys and girls go through during puberty, but we are also focusing on the parts of the male and female reproductive system, how babies are made, and finalizing with a peek on AIDS.  Please ask your child to share with you the information that they are learning here at school.  It is an important theme to actually talk about at home with your child.
Math:

Students in the 5th grade just completed a unit that introduced them to naming and located ordered number pairs (that include numbers, fractions and negative numbers) on a coordinate grid. If you have the game “Battleship” you may wish to challenge them to a round or so. They are now examining how area, perimeter and angle measurements are affected when a figure is changed by mathematical transformation and will be developing formulas for finding the volume of a prism.      

Español 
En Lenguaje estamos finalizando la lectura del libro “La casa Pintada”. Hemos acompañado a Chao, un pequeño niño chino que sueña con obtener su propia casa imperial. Chao va luchando contra todos los obstáculos junto a su abuelo hasta que aprende una valiosa lección: aún cuando no obtienes lo que quieres, puedes contar con personas especiales a tu alrededor. En gramática hemos estudiado el uso de los prefijos, sus significados y los diferentes tiempos verbales. En escritura iniciamos el proceso creativo para escribir nuestra última historia del año escolar.

En Sociales, estudiamos la Identidad Dominicana y todas las influencias culturales que hemos tenido. Vimos la formación del concepto de sincretismo, la herencia africana, taína y española en nuestra realidad actual. A partir de este mes estudiaremos la geografía de la República Dominicana, sus recursos naturales y los cambios que ha sufrido a través del tiempo. Trabajaremos para crear una conciencia para la preservación de nuestros recursos limitados.

