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September 24, 2008





Calendar








Saturday, Sept. 27


Back to School Morning for parents of children in Pre-K – 4th Grade





Wednesday, Sept 24


Holiday – Día de Las Mercedes





Thursday, Oct. 9


Parent Association meeting 7:30 a.m.





Friday, Oct. 31


Character dress-up day





Moncay, Nov. 10 


Holiday – Día de la Constitucion











Carpooling


	Many of our families are sharing the task of driving their children to and from school. This not only saves time for the drivers, but is an important way to save on gas and to do our part in helping our planet stay healthy. We urge all parents to consider carpooling. 


	If you are interested in carpooling and would like to meet other Community for Learning families who live in your neighborhood and would like to share rides, please call Ana Maria Estrella from the Parent Association at 1-809-640-1964.














Parent-Teacher Conferences





Elementary School Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Friday, December 1st





For those of you who are new to the school, progress reports are handed out during a parent-teacher conference with your child’s teacher. Parents need to make a separate appointment to meet with each child’s teacher. Please be sure to arrive on time for your scheduled conference, as teachers will be unable to meet with you if you are late. Progress reports are not handed out without a conference. Please be sure to bring any questions or concerns to the meeting.





Call Gina, the secretary, to schedule an appointment














The Silver Lining


Without a shadow of a doubt one of the most important factors that make our school so special is our awesome group of parents!


In facing our traffic problems, we are amazed by the number of positive e-mails we have received from all of you. Some parents have brainstormed solutions and have sent in all kinds of ideas for improving the situation. Other parents have written in with positive words of support or simply to remind us that our school is not the only one facing enormous traffic difficulties, but one of the few to take such a pro-active stance in solving the problem. And other parents have simply written in with humor and good will to keep us looking at the bright side of life. 


It is in times of difficulty that people show their true colors. It is wonderful to see our community responding to a challenging situation by joining forces, working together, thinking of others and, through it all, managing to keep a wonderful sense of humor and good will. We feel honored to work with all of you.














�





Rules for dismissal


The dismissal of students has improved immensely due to better organization of traffic. Because of the changes we’ve made, the local traffic is also able to circulate much better. It is very important that parents and drivers continue to use the following line-up procedure to facilitate traffic flow:


	-enter the line-up from the road Tami and Carla have pointed out.


	-remain on the right hand side of the road (please do not park on the left)


	-put on your emergency blinkers if you are a parent of secondary school students 


(2:30 pick up)


-at 2:15 elementary parents should pass secondary parents and enter the school 


to pick up their children


-at 2:30 secondary parents may enter the school grounds to pick up their children


-if your child does not appear at the car for pick-up because they have gone to the bathroom or forgotten something, please do not wait in line, continue out of the property and line up again. Please do not make everyone else wait because your child was not ready. Speak to your child about the importance of being ready on time.


-if you plan to park and walk onto the property, please drive past the school, turn around and come back to park. Do NOT turn around in the teacher parking lot or in the middle of the road. This not only holds up traffic, but is extremely dangerous. We ask that you do not endanger other people’s lives for your own convenience.


Tami and Carla will not be able to spend 1 hour every day ensuring that people follow the rules. It is important that everyone continues to follow the new rules, even when there is no one on the street to enforce them. If people don’t follow the rules, we will once again have chaotic dismissals that last until 4:00.











“Parents who won’t follow directions, 


should not expect their children to.”


Anonymous








�





Traffic Blog


Ryan Larrauri and Monica Gonzalez, parents of the school would like everyone to know that they have created a blog for discussing the traffic issues in Arroyo Hondo. You can read and respond to the blog at:


� HYPERLINK "http://eltapondelaisabela.com/" ��http://eltapondelaisabela.com/�


The blog is a place to vent feelings, share ideas and feel part of a community, working together to try to solve a problem that affects us all. Please feel free to make your voice heard!





Ideas, solutions and reminders as we struggle to solve Arroyo Hondo’s growing traffic problem.








