Welcome back to the 2008-2009 School Year!

Norma’s Sixth Grade Class

Language Arts
Reading:

In Shared Reading we are currently reading The Black Book of Secrets by F.E. Higgins.  Throughout the reading we will focus on literary terms such as foreshadowing, personification, and author’s craft.  We will also practice making connections, predictions, inferences, and summarizing the main events.  Most of this will be done in class, but they will also do some of it for homework on their own.

The students are also grouped in Guided Reading groups.  At this time, they will meet with me in a small group to discuss a book of my choosing. This is an opportunity for them to speak freely about a book with their peers and an opportunity for me to assess their reading skills.

We are also practicing writing reading responses. We have a rubric that will help them assess their own work.  The rubric is attached to this newsletter for your personal reference. I have modeled several for them in class and will continue to do so until I feel they are comfortable writing their own.

Writing:
We are currently studying the Six Traits: Ideas, Word Choice, Voice, Sentence Fluency, Organization, and Conventions.  We read a piece of writing that exemplifies each of the traits, then we discuss what the trait is about, and formulate questions that will help us revise our own writing.  The information is then pasted on the wall as an ongoing tool to use during Writing.

We are writing a Feelings Journal.  Here they need to talk about a moment or experience in their lives that relates to a specific feeling, such a time when they have felt most embarrassed.  They will then pick one piece of writing which we will revise and edit together.  We will publish it along with a collage.  

Grammar:

We are doing Sentence Observations.  For this, I write a sentence from a familiar text and we identify the parts of speech, reviewing these terms.  They will also do Grammar Boxes for homework.   

Theme

Our first theme is the Nervous System.  We are studying about the parts of the brain and the different functions of each of these parts.  We have seen simulations of the Split Brain Syndrome and the Diving Reflex.  Next week we will study the parts of the neurons and how they work.  We will also study the Spinal Cord, Sleep, Dreams, and Imagination.  We will discuss about Gardner’s Multiple Intelligence Theory and take a test to determine our strongest intelligences.  They will also work in partners to present information about a disease relating to the Nervous System.  At the end, we will see how the drugs and alcohol affect our brains and behavior. Finally, I plan to have a theme wrap-up presentation which you will be invited to attend.
Math

We have already finished our first math unit about graphs.  Now we will be working on Unit 2- Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division of decimals; multiplying by powers of 10; analyzing large numbers; reading and writing small numbers; and understanding scientific notation.

If you wish to speak to me about any of the activities and lessons above, please free feel to schedule a meeting with me through Gina at the office.
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	HEADING
	Title:

Author:

Pages Read:

Date:
	*Misses one or two elements
	*Misses three or all of  the elements

	SYNTHESIS/  CHARCTER DESCRIPTION/  20 QUESTIONS
	*Main idea  is included

*includes details that support the main idea

*accurate
	*Has stated the main idea, but does not include the details that support it.

*Slightly inaccurate
	*Has included details, but not the main idea

*Inaccurate

	OPINION/  CONNECTION/  PREDICTION/ AUTHORS CRAFT/  INFERENCE/  CHARACTER TRAIT
	*Relevant

*Supported with a direct quote from the text or details from the story.
	*The opinion is relevant, but has not supported it with quotes or examples.
	*The opinion is not relevant

	ORGANIZATION
	*Easy to read and understand

*Includes phrases that connect one idea to the next (However, In spite of,  As well as, In addition to, etc.)


	*The ideas are there, but the paragraph does not include transitional phrases to connect the ideas.

*Language is  a bit confusing
	*It makes no sense.  The message is not conveyed.

	CONVENTIONS
	*Spells most words correctly

*Uses capitals and punctuation correctly

*Verbs are used correctly
	*Some words are misspelled, especially high frequency ones.

*Some verbs don’t agree with their subject or the tense is used incorrectly.

*Misses some capitals and punctuation.
	*Many mistakes in the spelling and grammar.

	NEATNESS
	*Uses the margin

*Uses an eraser to erase

*Uses pencil or pen

*The handwriting is even and easy to read.
	*A bit messy, but legible.
	*Illegible, uses colored pencil or marker to write, scratches words, dirty, disregards margins.


Octubre 2008

Estimados padres y madres, este mes hemos estado conociéndonos y dando inicio a las distintas actividades que realizaremos en las asignaturas de Sociales y Lenguaje (Lectura y Escritura). A continuación les comentaré brevemente sobre los temas que estaremos viendo y las actividades que desarrollamos.
En Sociales comenzamos explorando la Edad Media, como punto de referencia para estudiar la Revolución Inglesa.  A partir de este mes estaremos trabajando con centros, dinámicas a través de las cuáles las y los estudiantes abordarán aspectos tales como: formas de gobierno, modos y medios de producción, situación política, económica y social y finalmente, causas y consecuencias de la Revolución Inglesa. Enfocaremos el aprendizaje de estos eventos históricos mostrando cómo los mismos han influido o continúan influyendo en la conformación socio-política actual, de prácticamente todos los países occidentales y de otros hemisferios.

Lectura. Haremos dos lecturas, una compartida, es decir, un libro que leerán todos/todas; y una independiente, un libro escogido libremente por cada alumno/a. En la lectura compartida estaremos leyendo “Molly Moon”, de Georgia Byng. Esta novela breve relata la historia de Molly, una niña desdichada, criada en un orfanato cuya suerte cambia cuando se encuentra con un libro sobre hipnotismo a través del cual, no sólo logra cambiar su propia suerte, sino también el destino de todos los niños y niñas que viven en el orfanato. Utilizando la técnica del hipnotismo, logra cambiar la forma de pensar y actuar de los administradores del orfanato.  Con está lectura, pretendemos que los y las estudiantes reflexionen sobre valores como la amistad, la lealtad, el compañerismo, la responsabilidad; sobre las fortalezas y virtudes que posee cada quien y, particularmente abordaremos el tema de los derechos de los niños y las niñas. La lectura independiente servirá de base para que los/las estudiantes desarrollen los conocimientos adquiridos con las revisiones guiadas de la lectura compartida y para que los pongan en práctica en las tareas escritura. Además de seguir motivándolos en el hábito de la lectura.  Las tareas serán lunes y miércoles, y consistirán en leer 30 minutos y realizar respuestas a la lectura o cajas gramaticales.

Por último, en escritura comenzamos un proyecto que consiste en esquematizar creativamente informaciones biográficas, específicamente en el contexto de las revoluciones.  A través de este proyecto los estudiantes tendrán la oportunidad de desarrollar destrezas tales como sintetizar y categorizar información, y poder expresar su conocimiento en forma esquemática. Trabajarán en parejas e individualmente, y finalmente presentarán el resultado a sus compañeros(as). 

Cualquier inquietud estoy a sus órdenes. Pueden localizarme en la escuela, abordándome de  manera directa o, si lo prefieren,  háganlo a través de este correo electrónico: aidavmunozm@gmail.com

Saludos cordiales,

Aída Muñoz .
